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THE FACTS AS PBESEHTED

By The Paris Gas & Electric Co., in
Regard to The Discussion. Be-

tween Them and the
' . City of Paris.

Paris, Ky., May 29, '1918.
THE BOURBON NEWS, -

Paris, Ky.
Gentlemen: Replying to your re-

quest for facts in regard to the dis-
cussion between this company and
the city, 1 herewith attach a copy of
our correspondence with the city
which we would be very glad to have
Xpu give to the public, and especially
as the City Council has seen fit to
present Mr. Weiss' contentions
through the Lexington Herald we
feel that you should be in possession
of the facts as to why we refuse to
negotiate with Mr. Weiss.

Yours respectfully,
PARIS GAS & ELECTRIC CO.,

C. L. STEENBEEGEN, Manager.

Paris, Ky., May 10, 1918.
Honorable Mayor and Light

Committee of Paris, Ky.
Gentlemen: Attached hereto you

will find copy of letter received from
Mr. Parker, which sets forth the re-

sults of our investigation and the rea-
sons why we can not see our way
clear to attempt to negotiate a new
city contract through Mr. W. H.
Weiss.

The information set forth was ob-

tained through the usual channels,
and feel sure you will have no diff-
iculty in corroborating it if you care
to do so.

Yours respectully,
PARIS GAS- - & ELECTRIC CO.,

C. L. STEENBERGEN, Manager.

Paris, Ky., May 8, 1918.
Mr. C. L. Steenbergen,

Paris, Ky.
Dear Sir: We wired you, on April

1, 1918, suggesting that you "make
no further negotiations with Mr.
.Weiss until advised from this office."

We regret very much that we were
compelled to decline to further nego-
tiate with the City of Paris, through

--Mr. Weiss.- - However, at the time of
sending the telegram, we were in
possession of certain information
which convinced us that it would be
impossible for Mr. Weiss to agree to
anything which would be fair and
just to the company.

We recognize the right of the City
of Paris to select its own engineer
and we are willing to negotiate with
whomsoever the city may see fit to
designate, provided, however, the per-
son so selected is a reputable engi-
neer of high standing in the profes-
sion.

When we received notice from the
City of Paris, advising us that the
city had employed Mr. Weiss, we
acted upon the assumption that he
met the requirements necessary to
qualify him to be fair and just in his
dealings with the Company, and
therefore, indicated our willingness
to go into the matter of discussing
the question of a fair price for a
new lighting contract.
We know nothing regarding the rep- -

and and discussing
and about repeat- -

nature stated going
consented to meet him, as the rep-

resentative the City.
Shortly after indicating will-

ingness to negotiate through Mr.
Weiss, learned that his contract
with the city grossly unprofes-
sional and piratical, as to utterly dis-
qualify him to act and justly

his dealings" with the Company.
We have endeavored to make a proper
investigation of the qualifications and
standing Mr. Weiss, since advising
you discontinue negotiations, but
the result of efforts along this
line has been very unsatisfactory:

(1) Mr. Weiss, in notifying the
company his employment the
City Paris, stationery indi-
cating that W. Weiss a con-
sulting engineer Kansas City, Mo.,
with temporary address 416 Inde-
pendent Life Bldg., Nashville, Tenn.
We acted on the assumption
would able to get some informa-
tion to the qualifications and
standing Mr. Weiss, in Kansas
City, and were surprised to find that

was wholly unknown to the
the engineering profession

that "city, and while may
an office of some kind in Kansas

City, e have so been unable to
find anyone there able to locate it for

(2) response to of in-
quiries as to the reputation and
standing of Mr. Weiss, at-
tention directed to the fact
the Public Service Commission the
State of Missouri, the case Cole

Fort Scott & Nevada Light, Heat
& Water Company, decided November
17, 1913, reported Volume 1,
Pages 130-19- 0, both inclusive, made
an order directing the company to

W. Weiss as general"
manager. the order referred
the Missouri Commission uses the
following language:

"That the Commission has de-
termined and ascertained that the
acts and conduct W. Weiss,
the general manager of defendant
company, towards the consumers

defendant company, the City
of Nevada, Missouri, make an
unfit and incompetent person
defendant company to have
charge offices and business
said City, as general manager,
and directs and orders defendant
company to remove said
Weiss as general manager, withinforty days after the effective date

this order, and to employ some
competent, person as general
manager, will render to the
consuming public of said City,
fair, just and courteous treat- -
ment as such general manager for
defendant company."
Itcis true that in passing upon

the motion for a ng in
Ke?4a case, the Public Service Com-Tiiff- on

expressed doubt as
right-t- o remove Mr. Weiss on juris-
dictional grounds, but refused
modify views touching the qual-ific&tio- as

and standing Mr. Weissagthe general managerof said Co-rner. We quote the following fromthe atatwaeat of Judge Kennishodifyiag the order. regarding7tkere- -

moval Mr. Weiss as manager the Clarksville for about $6,000.j00,
Nevada property:

still of the opinion that
the conduct Mr. Weiss in his
business relation's with the peo-

ple of Nevada, who were custom-
ers the Water Company
oppressive, overhearing and inex-
cusably arbitrary. However, a
more thorough consideration of
the case, on the motion re-

hearing, has caused to doubt
the soundness that part the
opinion, regarding Weiss' re-

moval, and I think it should
modified" in that respect."
We not know whether the

Weiss now seeking to represent
the City Paris, as a municipal
public utility expert, is the same

Weiss mentioned in the Nevada
case or not. however, the W.
Weiss mentioned in the Nevada case,
and the Weiss now seeking to
represent the City Paris, is the
same individual, then it certainly fol-

lows that company would not
expected to .negotiate with a person
who has been found to "oppres-
sive, overbearing and inexcusably
arbitrary" in a hearing before an
impartial States Commission.

(3) The fact J that W. Weiss
unknown to the profession

Kansas City, in connection with the
further fact that we were unable to
locate his office Kansas City, made
it impossible us to get any line on
the reputation and standing of this
party in Missouri, unless it should
develop tnat . weiss reierrea
to the Nevada case should prove
to the same individual now seek-
ing to represent the City Paris.

(4) addition to the line of in-
quiry made in Missouri, with the re-

sult above mentioned, we also made
further inquiry Kentucky and
Tennessee, as to the reputation and
standing of Weiss, of Nash-
ville, Tenn., as a municipal public
utility expert.

Our reports from Kentucky and
Tennessee show that a man the
name of Weiss has been very
active recently in both of these
States, an effort to bring about
discord between a number of public
utilities and their respective commu-
nities, creating, or attempting to
create the minds of the city offic-
ials and the public generally, the im-
pression that the rates paid to pub

utilities entirely high,
should revised downward, and
that a percentage of the savings,
covering a period of years, (W.
Weiss) would bring about an adjust-
ment the peaceful
of the company.

evidence of the character of the
activities the Weiss refer-
red to in report, call atten-
tion to the following transactions:

(a) We have a report from Colum-
bia, Tenn., stating that a gentleman

the name of Weiss came to
that city the early part the
year 1915, and offered his services to
the city in an effort to obtain a new
contract with the Water and Light
Company of said city. According to

Teport, Mr. Weiss did not have a
contract with the City of Clumbia,
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cept for his services whatever
amount the Board of Mayor and Al-

dermen of the City of Columbia
thought he was entitled to.

The report relative to the" Colum-
bia transaction further showed that
Mr. Weiss later ignored the represen-
tations above mentioned, regarding
the compensation to be paid to him
for his services, and mailed a state-
ment to the City of Columbia for
$26,000, for alleged services rendered
by him as the representative of the
city, in its dealings with the Water
and Light Company.

According to the report, the City of
Columbia disregarded the statement
for $ 2 6,0 00.00, for alleged services
rendered to said City, whereupon Mr.
Weiss appeared before the Board of
'Mayor and Aldermen of said City and
again admitted that he had no con-
tract with the city and suggested
that the city give him such compen-
sation as the officers of said city
thought he was entitled to. The
manner in which Mr. Weiss imposed
his services upon the City of Colum-
bia, and the ease with which he
could shift the alleged value of his
services, we think, is some indication
of the type of the man who repre-
sented the City of Columbia.

After a statement of the method
of employment, representations as to
compensation, rendering of bill for
$26,000.00, etc., the report from the
City of Columbia contains the follow-
ing relative to the question of fees:

"The matter dragged along for
some time, he making offers of
compromise through his attorney,
which were rejected by the city,
and a short time ago, his attorney

- offered to settle . all claims Mr.
Weiss had against the city for
$3,500.00 The city has offered to
pay him $2,500.00. That is the
situation at this writing; Weiss
offering to take $3,500, and the
city offering to give him $2,500.
Mr. Weiss has not as yet insti-
tuted any suit against the city.."

We do not know whether the Mr.
Weiss who performed at Columbia,
Tenn., as above indicated, is the
same W. H. Weiss who is now seek-ing to represent the City of Parisbut we are quite certain that if ourreport from Columbia is substantiallycorrect, then Mr. Weiss is capable ofa species of legerdemain in procuringcontracts to represent communitiesas a municipal public utility expert,
with such a degree of uncertainty asto the value of his own services thatwould fully justify our company inits refusal to negotiate through himin our dealings with the City of Paris.

(Ii?. We also have a report fromthe City of Clarksville, Tenn., whichrefers to an alleged contract be--
een.a,SrrW- - H' Weiss and theCity of Clarksville, for the adjust-ment Of rates With trivatfi rnnenm

and also, an adjustment of the light-;?-&

Wtract between the City and
lie 1&ht CPany. Acording to
Se IaSsville report "the rates forlighting contract between theCity and the Light Company werenot changed by Mr. Weiss."However, said rennrf . ,t,.

J'that Mr. Weiss is suing the. city, of

claiming that he adjusted the rates
to private consumers, and according
to said report, the City of Clarksville
is defending said suit on the ground
that the City had no authority to em
ploy Weiss to adjust rates to private
consumers. Said report, which is
dated April 5, 1918, further recites
that "Mr. Weiss filed his bill against,
the city about a year ago. The City
within a short time, filed a demurrer
and Mr. Weiss has never done any-
thing to press his suit."

(c) We also received a report from
the City of Hopkinsville, Kentucky,
which states that a Mr. W. H. Weiss
was employed by the City of Hopkins-
ville, to assist in getting a schedule
of rates and charges to be charged
by the light company of that city
against the citizens, consumers, etc.,
a year or more ago. According to the
Hopkinsville report, Mr. Weiss was
to be paid as his compensation for
services rendered, a certain percent
of the amount saved by him to the
city, for a period of three years.
The Hopkinsville report also shows
that Mr. Weiss first brought in a
claim of about $3,200.00, which the
city contended was too much, and
offered him $2,500.00 in settlement,
which he refused; and then brought
suit in the U. S. Court at Paducah,
Kentucky, for about $7,400.00 The
report further shows that the suit
against the City of Hopkinsville is
still pending.

(d) In the course of our inquiry,
our attention was called to the fact
that a man by the name of W. H.
Weiss had been operating in the State
of Texas. We, therefore, sent let-
ters of inquiry to that State, with
the hope of learning something of
value regarding his standing and
reputation, and if possible, ascertain
whether the W. H. Weiss, of Texas,
was the same W. H. Weiss that is
now seeking to act as the representa-
tive of the City of Paris. In re-
sponse to our inquiry, we received a
report from Texas, stating that a Mr.
W. H. Weiss, a reputed graduate en-
gineer of Heidelberg, Germany, had
succeeded in getting employment to
represent the City of Houston, in re-
adjusting the schedule of rates that
it was paying the light and power
company of that city for light and
power.

From the best information we can
gather, the Houston matter was
threshed out in court, and the Mayor
of said City regarded the position of
Mr. Weiss with such a degree of un-
certainty that he was compelled to
ignore the services which had been
rendered, as well as the advice which
was offered by Mr. Weiss in his ef-
fort to solve the lighting problems
then confronting the City of Hous-- ,
ton. What we have said regarding
the movements of the man Weiss, as
a municipal public utility expert, iaother communities, also applies to the
lexas transactions. All we can sayt
aDout tne matter is that we have;
made an honest effort to get a line
on the qualifications and standinsr of
the man now to represent the Citv of

negotiating with
Attempted to

staie 10 you tne result of our inves- -
tigation.

In our opinion, it is unnecessary
to go into a discussion of the ques-
tion of increased cost of coal, coke;
oil, iron and steel products, and other
materials and labor, largely entering,
into the production of all public util-
ity service. A man inclined to be
the least bit unfair or aribtrary
could create a great deal of discord
and dissatisfaction in a community
by contrasting the conditions

in one town, with alleged condi
tions existing in some other commu- -
nity, and we do not propose to be the;
victim of any unfair controversy at
this time.

You are fortunately situated at
this time, however, with respect to
the knowledge of the public, regard-
ing the increased burdens of public
utilities. It was in recognition of
these increased burdens which have;
been placed upon public utilities of!
this country, as well as recognition or.
the importance of the public utilities
to OUr war urogram tJiat TnnvWJ Proo.
ident Wilson and Secretary McAdoo
to issue the letters with which youi
are familiar, in behalf of the public
utilities of this country. i

We think that a further consider- -

ation of the terms of the contract'
between the of Paris and Mr,
Weiss as they have been given to us,
should satisfy the Mayor and other
officials of said City, and also the
public, that the contract is not only
unprofessional, but is so piratical in.
its nature as to preclude all possibil-
ity of their representative being at
all fair in his dealings with our com-
pany,, since the amount of his com-
pensation depends entirely upon .how
unfair he can be.

If the representative selected by
Paris is the "oppressive, overbearing,
and inexcusably arbitrary" gentle-
man referred to in the case decided
by the Missouri Commission, then we
believe that the Mayor and other
officials representing the City of
Paris, will justify our position in
refusing to negotiate through Mr.
Weiss, notwithstanding the fact that
he may be a Heidelberg graduate,
and thoroughly competent as a tech
nical, electrical mechanical engineer.'

In view of all the facts and circum--
stances, we feel that we were fuly
justified in breaking off negotiations'
with Mr. Weiss, as the representative.
of the City of Paris, per our telegram7
to you of April 1, 1918.

We do not believe that the people
of Paris, upon reflection, will expect

company to negotiate through a?;
man who is attempting to make d.
living at this time by stirring up dis-- T

cord between a community and itspublic utilities.
Yours truly, )

C. L. i

President the Paris Gas & Electric?
Company.

LIBERTY BONDS READY.
Liberty Bomb of aM three

Issues now ready.-- Subscribe
m please call and gel them. I
PfOPLfS DEPOSIT BANK &

I KUbl
(may-21-tf-)' -

JUNE COMMEHCEMEHTS.

THE NEWS is,in receipt of a beau-
tifully engraved invitation announc-
ing in thefollowing wording the an-
nual Commencement exercises of the
Paris High School:

"The Faculty and Graduating Class
of the Paris High School announce
Commencement Exercises Thursday,
June the sixth, High School AuditS-rium- ."

The invitation was accom-
panied by the personal card of Mr.
Charles A. Kenney, a member of the
1918 class, which is composed of the
following:

Elizabeth Vernita Baldwin, Emma
Louis Burley, Mary Elizabeth Clark,
Mabel Galloway, Fannie Geneva Hel-
ler, Charlie A. Kenney, Robert Ed-
ward Lavin, Jessie May Link, Ruth
Mae Linville, Eleanor Clark Lytle,
Lena Leoto Rose, Joseph Fithian
Rye, Edna Dee.Snapp, Lawrence A.
Soper, Mabel Duke Templin, Thelma
Williams, Chester Clay Young.

The baccalaureate sermon will be
delivered to the members of the 1918
class at the Methodist church, on
next Sunday evening at eight
o'clock, by Rev. George R. Combs.
Miss Eleanor Clark Lytle is Class
Representative, Miss Edna Snapp,
Salutatorian, and Mr. Robert Lavin,
Valedictorian. The following is
the schedule for the Commencement
dates:
June 2, Sunday Baccalaureate Ser-

mon by Rev. G. R. Combs, at
Methodist Church, 8 p. m.

June 4, Tuesday Junior Reception
at Paris High School gym-
nasium.

June 5, Wednesday Senior Play,
"Fannie and the Servant
Problem." In High School
Auditorium at 8:30 p. m.

June 6, Thursday Commencement
exercises at 8 p. m. Address
by Mr. W. C. Bower, of the
Transylvania Bible College.

The Commencement exercises of
the Little Rock Graded School were
held in the school building last night,
beginning at 8:30 o'clock. The ad-
dress to the class of 1918, composed
of Misses Sallie Mae Banta, Minerva
Sue Boardman, Louvenia Thompson,
John Bivins and Howard E. Crump,
was delivered by Dr. Homer L. Car-
penter, pastor of the Christian
church at Richmond. To-nig- ht the
final program of the week will be
given, when the pupils of the ninth
and tenth grades will give a playlet,
"An Awful Aunt," and the pupils of
the music class, assisted by pupils of
other departments, will give an oper-
etta. An admission fee of 25 cents
will be charged, the proceeds to be
devoted to the Red Cross work, after
deducting a small sum for

m m m
A GIFT WORTH WHILE

If you have a boy or girl, a
sweetheart or friend who will
graduate this year, give him or
her a gift worth while some-
thing that will be kept and
cherished. We - have lots ofParis, in our cpmJ

pany,-an- d have fai?lln0St !. 0l:l5."I

exist-
ing

City

our

STEENBERGEN,

COMPANY.

expenses.

A. J. WINTERS & CO.
(may24-ft- )

SUMMER TIME LUXURIES
REAL NECESSITIES.

We will save you money on refrig-
erators, porch and lawn swings. The
refrigerators are ice-save- rs and the
best to be had. The swings are
strong and classy large stock.

(28-t- f) FARMERS SUPPLY CO.
MMBM Ml PB iQK MMWWM

CELEBRATES NINETIETH

Several from Paris and Bourbon
county attended the family dining
to Dr. Geo. O. Graves, of Winchester,
at the home of his daughter and son- -
in-la- w, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Squires,
at Chilesburg. The occasion was
the celebration of Dr. Graves' .nine-
tieth birthday. Dr. Graves is one
of the best-know- n and most highly
highly respected men in Clark
county.

During the Civil War Dr.
Graves practiced medicine in
North Middletown, moving from
there to Fayette county, where he re-
sided until thirty years ago, when he
came to Winchester to make his
home. He was born in Bath county
at the home of his grandfather, Judge
Owings, on what is known as the old
Forge farm. The old stone house in
which he was born is still standing.

WRIST WATCHES,
Wrist Watches make"timely ifts" for thefair graduate. We

have themall styles
and prices,

SMI RE & FITHIAN.
(may24-3t- )

SAVES UNCONSCIOUS GIRL PROM
DROWNING.

Presence of mind and quickness of
action saved the life of little Cather-
ine Wallingford, who came near
drowning in the big swimming pool
at the Y. M. C. A. Monday afternoon.

Miss Wallingford and Miss Martha
Collier, while swimming near the
center of the pool, collided when
they both dived, their foreheads
striking with great force. Miss Wal-
lingford, not being an expert swim-
mer, was near drowning, when Miss
Betsy Ray, who was a spectator, leap-
ed into the pool, fully clothed, not
even stopping to remove her eye-
glasses, and brought both girls to
safety. Miss Wallingford was stun-
ned by the collision, but soon recov-
ered. Miss Collier was uninjured.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MATTE
SUCCESS OF BIG DRIVE

In the recent National drive of the
HKnights of Columbus for $10,000,000

ior war worit, me niuegrass counties
of Kentucky were allowed no definite
quota. However, it has been official
ly announced that Fayette, Bourbon,
Woodford, Scott and Madison, the
counties in this district, have sub
scribed $11,000. The Nation as a
whole. went)v;r the ton. New York

l alone, .whose auota. was S2.K00.00n.
(subscribed $4,000,000 in the drive.
v"
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FRANK & CO:
LADIES' OUTFITTERS

5k . v y 3- Is i M

; JUST ARRIVED
. cA NEW LINE OF

BATHING SUITS
Caps and Shoes

-

NEW NECKWEAR
BELTS, HAND BAGS

SILK HOSE
JAPANESE EMBROIDERED

KIMONOS

rKAJNK & CO.
II I
v g

If You are Thinking About a

Pipeless Furnace
and want it properly installed

let us figure with you.

Satisfaction guaranteed, We are
agents for the Laurel Furnace,

None better.

We are also exclusive agents for the
VIKING CREAM SEPARATORS

Call and let us show them to you.

LOWRY& MAY

Columbia Grafonolas

KColumbia Grafonola No. A, $18.00

jcs4H

Columbia Grafonola No. B, $30.00

'.ibbibbhbbb

Columbia Grafonola No. C, $45.00

ARDERY DRUG COMPANY
41t MAIN STREET PARIS, KENTUCKY
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